AP United States Hiery Document Based Question

Note: The following document is adopted from the AP U.S. History College Board Examples

United States History
Section Il
Total Time i 1 hour, 30 minutes

Question 2 (DocumertBased Question)
Suggested reading period: 15 minutes
Suggested writing period:40 minutes

This questions based on the accompanying documents. The documents have been edited for the purpose
of this exercise.

In your response you should do the following:

1 Thesis:Present a thesis that makes a historically defensible claim anchdsspaall
parts of the question. The thesis must consist of one or more sentences located in one
place, either in the introduction or in the conclusion.

1 Argument Development:Develop and support a cohesive argument that recognizes and
accounts for histocal complexity by explicitly illustrating relationships among historical
evidence such as contradiction, corroboration, and/or qualification.

1 Use of DocumentsUtilize the content of at least six documents to support the stated
thesis or a relevant argunien

1 Sourcing the DocumentsEx pl ai n the significance of t
aut hordés purpose, historical context, an

1 Contextualization: Situate the myument by explaining the broadwstorical events,
devebpments, or processes immediately relevant to the question.

1 Outside Evidence:Provide an example or additional piece of specific evidence beyond
those found in the documents to support or qualify the argument.

1 Synthesis:Extend the argument by explainirfgetconnections between the argument and
one of the following

o0 A development in a different historical period, situation, era, or geographical area.
o A course theme and/or approach to history that is not the focus of the essay (such
as political, economicagial, cultural, or intellectual history).

1. What was the basis for opposition to the Panama Canal Treaties? How did President
Carter work taurnpublic opinioninitsfavorand gai n t he fHadvice ¢
U.S. Senate to ratify the treaties?
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Background Information
The description below is for background information. Analysis of it is not required and will
not count toward the required documents.

In 1903, the United States received authority to build a canal in Panama and to control the
Panama Canal Zone Ain perpetuity, o0 in excha
Latin American resentment of U.S. power was growing. In 1977, newly elected President Jimmy
Carter, fulfilling a campaign promise, set out to negotiate a new agrnéevith Panama. He

believed that a new treaty was needed to correct what he saw as injustices.

In spite of vocal opposition from Congress and the American public, Carter negotiated two new
treaties: 1. The United States would retain the right to defendathal forever. 2. The Canal

Zone would be turned over to Panama in 1979, and a transfer of the operation of the canal would
be complete by 1999. Panamanian voters approved these- Garigys Treaties in a special
referendum.

The U.S. Constitutionempoe r s t he Presi dent to make treat
the Senate. In the case of the Panama Canal TreatiesgibintySenato® more than enough to
prevent ratificatior® had expressed opposition to the new agreements. Public opiniorswas al
against the Treaties.

The President sent a task force across the country to make over 1500 presentations about the
Treatiesd benefits. I n a binder on his desk
guestions from Senators regarding Tmeaties, quickly following up on each entry to win

converts. Throughout the long Senate debate, Carter personally tracked the progress of the
Treaties, talking daily with Senators, answering questions and agreeing to various Senate
modifications to savehe Treaties.

After three months of Senate debate in the spring of 1978, the Senate approved new Treaties
governing the Panama Canal with one vote to spare:aight fo® thirty-two against. Through
personal attention, patience, and his willingness tcenaalustments in the agreement, Carter
had built support for them.
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Document 1

Sourcedescription Letter to President Jimmy Carter from U.S. Congressman Daniel J. F
on

January 27, 1977

DANIEL J. FL‘DQD . NN

n . HOME OFFICE !

% . Ilmbunrm.w- . HOIF Uriran Pous Bures Baoo.
WiLKE . BlAw, PraevsyLyAKIA

COMMITYER Zur Coox 1870

omormumen® . Congress of the Wnited States TR
""f'"-:mm'-:{j;"'"" BHouse ot Repregentatines 'ﬁ-:&:;?ﬁ}c ;
o Washington, DL, 20515 B T
g wiss weLew . TowAzCix

EXCCUTIVE SLCNLTART

s January 27, 1977

A ," .
\ The President AR Ty
Thehghite House 20500 Nek !
" Washington, D. C. <
, s 2

Dear Mr, President:

As a long time student of Isthmian Canal and defense policy
n questions, I have viewed with deep concern the current indi-
¢' .  cations that your Administration is pushing ahead on the pro-
W\ |jected give away treaty for the U.S. Canal Zone and Panama
Lt Canal. In the Congress, the Canal issue is fundamental and
~ - thus transcends all partisan considerations.

Presidents Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon and Ford, misled by poor
advice, all made serious errors in regard to it. You are
making a fresh start and there isevery reason to avoid their
mistakes, which could well be your "Bay of Pigs" and prevent
your renomination or re-election. '

In the opinion of our most experienced engineers and other ship
canal experts, the solution of the canal problem is simple:

(1) retention by the United States of its full sovereign rights,
power and authority over the indispensable Canal Zone; and (2)

the major modernization of the existing canal according to the
Terminal Lake-Third Lock Plan. This plan was developed in the
Panama Canal organization during World War II and won the approval
of President Franklin D, Roosevelt as a post war project. The
old idea of a sea level canal is irrelevant and strongly opgosed
by major conservation organizations, as well as engineers, be-
cause of the danger of infesting the Atlantic with the poisonous
Pacific sea snake and the crown of thorns starfish as well as the
other factors.

The attached measures, H. Res. 92 and H, R. 1587, are aimed at
clarifying and making definite the sovereign position of the
United States over the Canal Zone and at authorizing the Canal's
major modernization. I believe that I reflect the predominant
view in the Congress that,in line with our historic policy, it

will -neve rove the large expenditures igzg%ggg;gxcept in s
territory:Eggg_GEIEETEﬁE*United—statas-hzs“ Sovereign control, b

T ————
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I wish to add that the Panama Canal, as originally planned in
1906 under President Theodore Roosevelt, was never completed.
H.R. 1587 would complete the work of that great President,
render a tremendous service to world shipping, simplify canal i
management enormously, cause huge benefits to Panama, and bring ’ ¢
great credit to your Administration,

With assurances of esteem, I am,

Sincerely yours,

T Sl A 7"/((;,(

" “DANIEL' J. -FLOOD, M.C.

DJF/t.g

Document 1
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Document 2

Source descriptiotrEx cer pt fOmpmo siiPuibém&Her e it con
feat of the century! o Cartoon by Drapeil
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